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Snail farming is becoming popular particularly because of attributes such as high prolificacy, low 

capital input, good market potential, health benefits and high biological value among others 

attributes associated with snail production. Snails are not smelly and doesn’t constitute nuisance 

to the environment. Thus, snail farming is environment friendly. Snail farming provides an 

alternative to other protein source such as beef (cattle meat), Chevon (goat meat), Pork (Pig 

meat), mutton (sheep meat) and chicken. Snail meat is highly nutritious, healthy to consume and 

contains high level of iron and calcium. This is why it is considered a delicacy by many and a 

choice meat for anaemic, hypertensive, coronary heart and diabetic patients. It is a major source 

of essential amino acids such as lysine, leucine, isoleucine, arginine, tryptophan, and 

phenylalanine. Snail meat provides more lysine and arginine than whole egg.  These explain why 

the demand for snail meat in increasing and thus, the potential to earn more from snail 

production. 

HOSUING REQUIREMENT OF SNAILS 

Snails have been successfully housed and reared in different housing systems which ranges from 

the use of traditionally available materials (such as clay pots, baskets, drums and tyres) to 

modern commercial housing systems for snails such as low fenced pen, high fenced pen and a 

closed system in which all the climatic variables are being controlled. Snails house are cheap to 

set up and the complexity involve in setting it up is minimal. The following conditions must be 

met in setting up a house for snail irrespective of the housing system or system of rearing you are 

adopting. A good house for rearing snail in enclosure must have the following requirements:  

 Shade: Snails are cold blooded animal they are very sensitive to environmental changes 

and thus do not perform well when exposed to extremes of weather which could be from 

radiation of heat from the sun. Therefore, a snail pen/house should be located in a shaded 

area e.g under a tree or it must be made of material that will be able to provide sufficient 

shade for the snail. 

 Easy accessibility: a snail pen must be constructed in such a way that it will be easy to 

access for observation, cross examination and even to carry out day to day routine 

management practices in the snail pen. It is also important that that a snail pen must not 

be far from the reach of the farmer.  

 Spacing: Enough floor surface area should be provided for snails and overcrowding 

should be avoided as much as possible. The floor spacing requirement of 50-80 snails per 

m
2 

is ideal for hatchling/baby snail, 30-50 snails per m
2
 for the growers and 15 to 30 per 

m
2
 for breeder or matured snails are suggested. For tiered cage, the height should not be 

more than 50cm (1 foot 6 inches), for pen, a height of between 2 feet and 2 feet 6 inches 

(not more than 80) is recommended. This is done to prevent energy loss due to climbling 

of snails and the snail sustaining injuries by falling from a distance. 



  Bedding: In any snail housing system, bedding must be provided. Today, a good sandy 

loamy soil is the commonly used bedding material used in rearing land snails. The soil is 

used for snail bedding is usually heated or treated to get rid of insects and organism that 

may predate on the snails.  

 Mulching: because snails are nocturnal (i.e. more active at night than in the daytime) a 

snail pen is usually mulched to protect the snail for the effect of direct sunlight, keep the 

inside of the pen cool and also to minimize evaporation of water from the bedding.  

 

 Plate 1: Dried plaintain/banana leaves 

Mulching of snail pens presents an opportunity for simulating the kind of environment 

which snails are usually found in the wild. The common locally available materials used 

in mulching snail pens are dried plantain/banana leaves and cocoa leaves.  

              

Plate 2: Mulching of snail pen with dried plantain leaves. 



 Protection: No matter the kind of enclosure in which a snail is reared, it must be able to 

protect the snails from harshness of the weather and predators such as human (thief), 

snake, insects, lizard, rats etc 

FEEDING REQUIREMENTS OF SNAILS 

Snail can utilized wide range of feed materials which include  

 Vegetables such as pawpaw leaves, Amaranthus, Celosia, Ugwu leaves, Water leaves, 

Moringa leaves, cocoyam leaves etc 

 Fruits e.g mango, pawpaw, carrot, water melon, cucumber, apple, banana etc 

 Household/kitchen waste that is not salted and oil rich.  

Unlike in the wild, when rearing snails in confinement, it is required that they are provided with 

compounded ration to meet their nutrient requirement. The nutrient requirement of snails varies 

according to ages and stages of production. However, it is important to note that snails should 

not be fed with spoilt or contaminated food materials. 

REPRODUCTION AND MULTIPLICATION 

Snails are hermaphroditic in nature i.e a snail carries both the male and female sex organ. 

Despite this, a snail cannot fertilise itself. Thus they require one another to mate produce 

fertilized eggs which can be hatched into baby snails called hatchlings. Snails are generally very 

prolific and they lay in clutches. The size of clutch of eggs laid per snail is a function of species 

of the snail, age, size, prevailing environmental conditions and the plane of nutrition the snail is 

exposed to. Archachatina marginata for example has the potential of producing about 30 eggs 

per clutch at least 3 times a year. Other species of snails such as Achatina achatina, Achatina 

fulica and the Limicolaria sp. has the potential of producing far above this annually. This makes 

them to be very prolific. 
PROCESSING AND MARKETING 

 Processing of snails: Snails could be processed for eating purpose as form eight  

month of age. 

– Use hard objects like stone, club or iron e.t.c to break the shell or put the snail in hot 

water for 3-5 minutes. Remove and shake. The visceral (Intestine and kidney e.t.c ) of the 

snail and the foot(edible portion) will come out of the shell. 

– Separate the edible portion (foot) from the visceral and the shell. 

– Wash the foot with alum or lime to remove the slime. 

– The edible portion can then be boiled, fried, stored or utilized as required. 



 

Below is the flow chart for snail processing: 

   Snail 

 

 Washing the snails with clean water 

 

 Killed the snails by crushing the shell with iron rod 

 

 Separate the edible portion (foot), visceral and fluid and shell  

 

 Wash the feet or fleshy part with alum 

 

 Cook or frying etc 

 

Marketing: 

   In Africa, there is no organized market for the sale of snails. They are sold directly to the buyers or 

consumers from the snail  farmers or those who gather them from the bush or hawkers along the 

highways. With increasing awareness and production, snails could be marketed in the following ways; 

• The snails could be sold directly to consumers or snail sellers directly from the farm 

• Arrangement could be made to supply hotels and restaurants, e.t.c 

• Exporting snails to foreign countries like United States of America, Britain, France.e.t.c. 

• Snail farmers association of Nigeria with headquarters at the Institute of Agricultural Research 

and Training Ibadan has been established and marketing of snails is one of their goals. 

• The price of snails is always higher in the dry season than the raining season because the supply 

is limited at this time. 
 

Conclusion: Snail meat is  highly priced, contains low fat content and low cholesterol levels 

which make it a good antidote for fat related diseases such as hypertension, etc. The meat is rich 

in calcium, iron, phosphorus and potassium which are essential or macro-minerals needed for 

strong bones, osmo-regulation and metabolic activities in the body of man. It has been 

established that consumption of snail meat promotes fertility and make baby at early stage 

stronger and healthier with strong bones and teeth due to its high calcium and phosphorus 

content. The shell of  snails is a good source of calcium and could be used to replace bone meal 

and oyster shell fraction of diet of livestock without any adverse effect on growth and 

reproductive performance of the animal. Snail farming requires less capital and space compared 

to poultry and pig farming. The management practices are simple and could be practiced by 

young and old people. Snail farming could be practiced as secondary occupation because it 

requires less time to maintain.  

 


