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Changes in the agriculture environment in 

Nigeria in the last three decades 

 Observable Changes in Nigeria the last three decades are in the area of:

 Deforestation, 

 Declining areas of wetlands and seasonally inundated lowlands (i.e. 
Fadama or Akuro), 

 Shorter duration rainy seasons, and longer dry seasons, drought, flood, 

 Declining biodiversity, gradual disappearance and outright extinction of 
some flora and fauna, 

 Changing response by crops and livestock to environmental changes and 

 Gradual adaptation of farmers to the changing bio-ecological system and 
the destabilization of long-established production systems 



Observable changes in South western 

Nigeria 
 indigenous farmers are gradually disappearing,

 food production is declining rapidly, 

 those once classified as migrant labourers are taking over farms 
and becoming landlords, 

 wetlands are being taken over and farmed for huge profits by 
migrants particularly from northern Nigeria, 

 young people are becoming increasingly apathetic and 
demonstrating complete lack of interest in farming. 

 We continue to depend increasingly on imported food items and 
food from other regions of Nigeria. 

 Increasingly becoming more vulnerable to food insecurity than 
other parts of Nigeria







FOOD DEPENDENCY LEVELS IN 

SOUTHWESTERN NIGERIA 

 FOOD ITEM    ESTIMATED DEPENDENCY 
LEVELS (%)

 Tomato 75

 Onion 99

 Pepper 70

 Beef 99.9

 Yam 60

 Cowpea 99

 Maize 80

 Soybean 90











 They are increasingly becoming more daring and belligerent 

by the day

 It is becoming rather unclear whether indeed some of them 

are actually cattle herders or criminals

 Some appear to be part of terrorist groups as they not only 

carry simple traditional weapons of deterrence  but 

sophisticated assault rifles

 Their activities is beginning to limit farm operations in many 

parts of the southwest.





Irrigation



Way forward

 Introduce new and improve existing ones

 Engage actors and stakeholders on the basis of activities

 Be proactive

 Private sector involvement

 Introduce modern technologies



Irrigation

 The reality of climate change and its impact on farming in 

Nigeria has made it inevitable to promote irrigation farming 

nationwide. 

 AFAN plans to distribute drip irrigation kits that will enable 

farmers operate small scale irrigation systems and produce 

some crops and vegetables throughout the year. 

 With some of these projects planned for take-off within a 

short time there is no doubt that farmers are beginning to 

take their destinies in their own hands



Way forward

 Set up a trust fund similar to TETFUND

 Is bundling of extension activities and development in the 

agricultural sector still possible with divergent, incoherent 

political and philosophical orientation?

 There is hope anyway. The hope is that a visionary leader 

might emerge someday that will pioneer innovative 

development of agriculture in one of the states of the 

southwest whom other state governors can imitate or copy.

 We have seen this in urban renewal- It could happen in the 

agriculture sector. 



 The mobile phone is increasingly becoming a tool for 
grassroots mobilization and information dissemination in 
Nigeria. 

 Over 60 percent of the rural areas in Nigeria can now be 
reached by mobile phones. 

 This is expanding rapidly and in less than ten years from now, 
probably over 90 percent of the rural landscape in Nigeria will 
be covered by mobile phone networks. 

 Numerous specialized mobile devices for monitoring crops, 
and other agricultural activities right on the farmers’ field are 
now available. 

 The Growth Enhancement Scheme (GES) was largely 
dependent on this kind of device for success


